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Private firms to maintain Kodaikanal lake, road

With this arrangement, the municipality would save around 10 lakh in a year

STAFF REPORTER

KODAIKANAL

Collector T.G. Vinay on Fri-
day said that maintenance of
the Kodaikanal lake and the
seven-km long road around
it would be handed over to
private firms.

He told reporters that
private firms would protect
the lake and nearby areas

, from pollution and ensure
clean environment. With
this arrangement, the Kodai-
kanal Municipality would
save around T10 lakh in a
year. As the government had
cancelled the ¥80-crore pro-
Ject to desilt the lake, the dis-
trict administration would

. soon send fresh proposals to
desilt the Jake.

Trees that were uprooted
at several places due to hea-
vy downpour would be re-
moved ahd uprooted elec-
tric poles would be erected

again as early as possible.
Clearing operations had

begun. Eviction drive on Ko-

daikanal ghat road suffered

w of the lake in Kodaikanal. «pHoT0: G, KARTHIKEYAN

g0

delay due to torrential rain. Later, he inspected some
He advised tourists and cab  affected areas on the hill sta-
operators to drive vehicles tion and urged officials to ex-
carefully on the ghat road. pedite clearing operations.
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NATURE’S FURY

Collector visits Kodai,
inspects rescue operations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Dindigul

DINDIGUL District Collector T
G Vinay, who visited Kodaika-
nal and other areas on Friday to
inspect rescue operations, gave
instructions to the officials to
be alert and attend to
emergencies.

Kodaikanal hill station has
been experiencing strong gales
and heavy rain. More than 100
trees were uprooted in many
places. The fallen trees were re-
moved by the officials of the
highways department.

Vinay told Express that the
highways department officials
have been instructed to be alert
and cautious since many tour-
ists are coming to Kodaikanal
even during the evening hours.

Vinay reiterated that both
tourists and the local people
should inform concerned offi-
cials if they found any damaged
road or fallen trees in the hill
station. The Collector also men-
tioned that steps would be taken
to enhance facilities for tourists
visiting Kodaikanal. The num-
ber of visitors usually peaks in

summer.
NGO to take care of
lake maintainence

The Kodaikanal Lake and the
surrounding areas will be
maintained with the coopera-
tion of the municipality and an
NGO. The district administra-
tion has asked tourists to help
keep the picnic spots clean

A government press note stat-
ed that Kodaikanal hill station
attracts visitors from all over
the globe and that a large num-
ber of tourists come regularly.
Visitors also often littered the
place, which, in turn, affected
the environment.

The municipal authority col-
lects the garbage with the coop-
eration of some NGOs and seg-
regates it later, said the note.
However, many tourists throw
wastes into the lake and on the
roads around the lake while
shopping here, especially
around the Park area. This
should be prevented. Con-
cerned officials should create
awareness among the local peo-
ple and the tourists, the press
note said.
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