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STERLING PARK, KALIMPONG

Where? Ringkingpong Rd, Kalimpong Khasmahal, Kalimpong, West Bengal.

Nestled in the scenic mid-range of the Himalayas, at a lofty 4,100 feet above sea level
lies Kalimpong-a perfect fusion of serene mountain vistas and vibrant cultural
encounters, offering an enchanting getaway for those in search of an unforgettable
holiday experience. This cultural hub, blending influences from Indian, Chinese,
Nepalese, and Tibetan traditions, provides a captivating and immersive retreat.
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Perched atop a hill with a panoramic view of the snow-capped Himalayan peaks,
Sterling Park Kalimpong resides in a historic edifice once owned by the Maharaja of
Dinajpur, allowing guests a peek into a majestic bygone era. The vistas of Mt
Kanchenjunga and other majestic peaks like Pandim and Narsingh, alongside the
historic Jelep-la and Nathu-la Passes, resonate with old tales of the Silk Trade Route
winding through Lhasa to Tibet. This mountain retreat, situated away from the urban
hustle of downtown Kalimpong, exudes an aura of old-world charm with its colonial-era
architecture adorned with intricate woodwork, vintage furnishings, and spacious
verandahs, transporting guests back to a nostalgic age.

The lavishly appointed rooms and suites boast breath-taking views of the majestic
Himalayas, creating a perfect sanctuary for relaxation. Guests can unwind on the cosy
patio, indulge in the finest Darjeeling tea, or revel in the tranquillity of the lush courtyard
surroundings. The signature restaurant, Kokomendo, beckons visitors with a diverse
array of Indian, Continental, Chinese, Nepalese, and Tibetan delicacies. Together with
Sterling Park Kalimpong, Darjeeling, and Gangtok Orange Village, they form a delightful
mountain circuit in the Eastern Himalayan foothills, promising an unforgettable journey
for nature and culture enthusiasts alike.

BAREFOOT BUNGALOW, CHAMBA

Where? Buranskhanda, Chamba-Mussoorie Road, Buranskhnda, Dehradun,
Uttarakhand.

Set amidst the enchanting Himalayan landscape, Barefoot Bungalow, a luxurious 3-
bedroom homestay in Buranskhanda, offers a sublime escape from the routine of daily
life. Located just 25 kilometres from the renowned hill station of Mussoorie, this serene
refuge captures the essence of tranquillity and natural beauty in the Garhwal
Himalayas.

At the heart of Barefoot Bungalow lies a deep commitment to hospitality, where a
dedicated team of professionals ensures that guests are pampered and well looked
after. This pet-friendly haven features a personal butler and a talented in-house chef
named Arjun, who delights guests with delicious home-cooked meals. The cosy wooden
interiors create a warm hill station ambiance, perfect for creating memorable evenings
by the bonfire, accompanied by live music performances or the inviting glow of an
indoor fireplace.

Guests at Barefoot Bungalow can indulge in a culinary delight at the glasshouse
restaurant, where they can watch their meals being freshly prepared in a live kitchen
setting. The expansive 14,000-square-foot private garden, embellished with ponds and
meticulously landscaped, provides a lush sanctuary for relaxation and reflection. And to
top it all off, sweeping views of the majestic snow-capped Himalayan range serve as a
breath-taking backdrop to this picturesque retreat.
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ONENESS, RISHIKESH
Where? Rishikesh, Badrinath Highway, Byasi, Uttarakhand.

Cocooned within a Lower Shivalik mountain valley, 30 kilometres away from Rishikesh,
this resort is a harmonious blend of river, flora, and fauna, inviting guests to embark on

a mesmerizing journey where nature's wild beauty takes centre stage and showcases a
diverse array of Sal, Haldu, Figs, and Mulberry trees, forming a biodiverse sanctuary.

This lively mountain retreat encourages visitors to immerse themselves in the
wilderness, surrounded by monkeys, langurs, wild cats, the elusive Black Bear, and the
captivating Scarlet Minivet. It's commitment to ecology shines through in the careful
planting of 30,000 saplings of over 50 medicinal plants, fostering a flourishing
ecosystem that embodies the ethos of the resort.

As the Ganges flows below, resonating with the sacred energy of Devprayag, spirituality
becomes intricately woven into the fabric of Oneness. Guests can luxuriate in
unparalleled comfort within the Luxury Cottages, each intricately designed to provide a
unique and immersive stay. From the spacious and finely appointed rooms to the
breath-taking views of the gardens and mountains, every aspect has been thoughtfully
curated to offer an unforgettable escape. Beyond being just a resort, on offer is an
immersive journey.

Engage in a variety of inclusive activities, ranging from leisurely beach moments to
captivating stargazing sessions. For our younger guests, an array of kid's activities
awaits. Furthermore, optional activities such as Fun Family Float and Memory
Plantation present distinctive and memorable experiences.

Go for an adventure intertwined with the allure of unspoiled wilderness. Your expedition
commences with experienced guides guiding you through a brief hike, unveiling the
untouched beauty of the Lower Shivalik mountains. The path then seamlessly
transitions to a unique river crossing experience via a raft, adding a touch of thrill to your
sojourn.

(Awarded the 'Best food writer in the country' by the Indian culinary forum, WACS and
the Ministry of Tourism, Rupali Dean writes on food and travel)
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